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Claim Rejections - 35 USC§103 

1. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Nozaki (US 
Pat. No. 6,396,998) in view of Yoshinori (JP Publication No. 08-287616) further in view of 
Mayumi (JP Publication No 2001-126377) and further in view of Picolet. 

Regarding claim 1, Nozaki discloses an optical disc apparatus comprising: 
an optical pickup for reading out compressed data, including compressed video data and 
compressed audio data, recorded in a recorded area of an optical disc (see fig. 1); a memory for 
storing a table of identification information for identifying kinds of the compressed data read out 
by the optical pickup (see figs. 1 and 8, and col. 8 lines 8-48); a demultiplexer for demultiplexing 
the compressed data, including compressed video data and compressed audio data, read out by 
the optical pickup into assorted kinds of data in accordance with the identification information 
stored in the memory (see fig. 1 and col. 8 lines 34-48 where it teaches audio and video pakckets 
are separated. MPU reads data on the management area, see col. 8 lines 15-33); a video decoder 
for decoding the compressed video data demultiplexed by the demultiplexer (see video decoder 
in fig. 1); an audio decoder for decoding the compressed audio data demultiplexed by the 
demultiplexer (see audio decoder in fig. 1); an output terminal for outputting the video data 
decoded by the video decoder and the audio data decoded by the audio decoder (see fig. 1); and a 
main controller for controlling the optical pickup, the memory, the demultiplexer, the video 
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decoder, the audio decoder and the output terminal (see main MPU in fig. 1), wherein the table 
of the identification information stored in the memory contains audio identification information 
for identifying kinds of compressed audio data (see col. 1 lines 22-29, col. 4 line 64-col. 5 line 
7). 

Claim 1 differs from Nozaki in that the claim further requires the audio decoder 
comprises plural kinds of audio decoders for respectively decoding plural kinds of compressed 
audio data read out by the optical pickup wherein selection out of the audio decoders is 
performed in a manner that the audio 1 identification information contained in the compressed 
audio data which is' read out by the optical pickup is compared with the audio identification 
information in the table of the identification information stored in the memory, thereby the kind 
of the compressed audio data read out by the optical pickup is discriminated, and one of the 
audio decoders is selected in accordance with the thus discriminated kind of compressed audio 
data, wherein the audio decoder is absent of a DTS audio decoding function or DTS audio output 
function, and wherein the main controller performs such control that, m restarting a decoding 
process, compressed data of DTS audio is prevented from being sent to the audio decoder, 
thereby preventing the optical disc apparatus from becoming unable to output audio data from 
the output terminal. 

In the same field of endeavor Yoshinori teaches multiple decoders, 403 and 404 and the 
system control means 109 controls the decode start time of the first audio data decode means and 
the second audio data decode means based on the time information of PTS (Presentation Time 
Stamp). The data change means switches data based on the control signal that the bit stream 
analysis means generated from stream ID (see paragraph 0021). Therefore in light of the 
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teaching in Yoshinori it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to modify Nozaki by including a plurality of audio decoders and 
switches the decoders based on stream ID in order to carry out predetermined actuation. 

Claim 1 further differs from the proposed combination of Nozaki and Yoshinori in that 
the claim further requires the audio decoder is absent of DTS audio decoding or DTS audio 
output function and that compressed data of DTS audio is prevented from being sent to the audio 
reproduction means. 

In the same field of endeavor Mayumi discloses an audio decoder is absent of DTS audio 
decoding or DTS audio output function (see paragraphs 0004-0010). Mayumi further discloses 
when a DTS disk is played in CD player which is not DTS correspondence, a noise will appear. 
Therefore in light of the teaching in Mayumi it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 
in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the proposed combination of Nozaki and 
Yoshinori by including no DTS decoder function and preventing from being sent to the audio 
decoder in order to distinct DTS disk. 

Claim 1 further differs from the above proposed combinations of Nozaki, Yoshinori, and 
Mayumi in that the claim further requires restarting a decoding process as -cited in claim 1. 

In the same field of endeavor Picolet discloses creating stream identifiers or access the 
appropriate table from storage (see page 10 line 8 to page 1 1 line 4). Picolet further discloses 
selection is performed based on the form of identifier. See also claims 10-17. Therefore in light 
of the teaching in Picolet it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
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the invention was made to modify the proposed combinations of Nozaki, Yoshinori, and Mayumi 
by including restarting in order to carry alternative sound tracks. 

Regarding claim 2, Picolet discloses in restarting the reproduction process, the main 
controller performs such control as to extract, from the compressed audio data read out by the 
optical pickup, the same kind of compressed audio data as that decoded in a preceding decoding 
process, and to send the extracted compressed audio data to the audio decoder (see page 10 line 
8 to page 1 1 line 4 and claims 10-17. See also claim 1 rejection above). 

Regarding claim 3, Mayumi discloses absent of the DTS audio decoding function or DTS 
audio output function, wherein, in stopping a preceding reproduction process, the memory means 
stores audio identification information corresponding to the kind of audio having been 
reproduced in the preceding reproduction process, and wherein, in restarting the reproduction 
process, the demultiplexer is so controlled by the main controller as to extract, from the 
compressed audio data read out by the optical pickup, compressed audio data having the same 
audio identification information that the memory stores, and to send the extracted compressed 
audio data to the audio decoder (see paragraphs 0004-0010. See also claim 1 rejection above). 

Regarding claim 4, Yoshinori teaches the audio identification information comprises an 
entirety of a stream identifier and a part of a substream identifier (see paragraph 0021. See also 
claim 1 rejection above). 



Conclusion 
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3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to HELEN SHEBRU whose telephone number is (571)272-7329. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8AM-5PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, THAI TRAN can be reached on (571) 272-7382. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Helen Shibru 
August 14, 2007 
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